
The Beauty of Nature
Captured by GCSE Media Studies pupil, Sam Moore.

The Wonder Lectures 
Page 3

Work from Home 
Page 4

Be Ambitious! 
Page 9

Notices 
Page 14

Executive Headteacher’s 
Welcome 
Page 15

Head of School 
Page 17

Safeguarding 
Page 19

Lower School 
Page 20

Upper School 
Page 21

Sixth Form 
Page 23

Mrs Geary writes: 
Page 25

 Library News: 
Page 27

Rewards: 
Page 29

Contents

www.woldgate.net Issue 230 February 2021 Page 1@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 230 February 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, character and value
Newsletter



 

 

 

With these lectures we aim to celebrate a lifelong love of learning and to offer the breadth 
and engagement of a truly holistic education. Focusing on the curriculum and beyond, the 
topics focus on a particular period in history, author or person who has transformed our 
world and influenced others through their work. This live programme complements the 
existing programme available online but aims to provide variety to our existing programme 
of learning and activities, so children and parents can come together to share and enjoy 
learning at key times within the week.  
 
We are very aware that given the current restrictions, the field trips and even family visits 
that we would undertake in normal times are not possible and so a range of guest speakers 
live from various locations such as The Deep also aim to provide a virtual visit or children in 
lockdown. 
 
Forthcoming lectures, among many others include: 
 

• York Archaeological Trust – Warriors and Raiding – Wednesday 27th January 
• A Live Stream of Michael Morpurgo's Shakespeare Retold: Macbeth from the RSC – 

Friday 29th January 
• The Deep - Jellyfish: marvellous medusozoan – Wednesday 3rd January 

 
 
Links to each event will be shared with pupils and parents via ClassCharts; each event has a different 
link. 
 
If you have missed a lecture you can still enjoy them on the My Learning  home page. 

The Wonder Lectures
Week beginning the 8th February 

As always, the Wonder Lectures will be hosted on My Learning following the broadcast.

Tuesday, 9th February, 2:00pm: 

Meet the medieval medic – A presentation for Upper School pupils and Sixth Form students 
on the history of medicine. 

Wednesday, 10th February, 1:00 – 1:30pm: 

Behind the Scenes and Quarantine – a tour of the backstage areas of The Deep with  
Seb Prajsner, Senior Aquarist.

Friday, 12th February – 10:00am: 

Studying at a Russell Group University – The University of York a presentation for Upper 
School pupils and Sixth Form students. 

Friday, 12th February – 11:00am: 

A live PE workout delivered by a member of the PE Department – Joe Wicks, watch out, 
Mr Rees is about to take your crown!
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A selection of the excellent work being 

completed at home by our pupils and students

Mr Chapman was 
delighted with the 
quality of Media 
Studies work submitted 
by Katie Thompson 
in Year 9 and Sam 
Moore in Year 10 as 
they responded to the 
themes of Nature and 
Night and Day.

Katie Thompson  
Media - Day & Night, Photography  
10.1.2021  
 

I chose these pictures because I think they represent the theme of night 
and day well. For example, in the tree reflection picture, I think the 
reflection makes it look intriguing. For the picture with the car lights being 
dragged out, I needed a longer time between pressing the button and it 
taking the picture to get the lights to drag out in a long line. I like the 
house-sunset picture as I think the silhouette of the house top adds to the 
sunset and makes it “pop”. 

In the picture with the car’s headlights coming towards the camera there is 
a cool reflection at the top which is from the reflection of the headlights and 
the camera. In the bulrush picture I think with the blurred background it 
makes it look interesting and sharper as there are only two things to focus 
on. As the background would have been busy and distracting. The night 
picture with the white and red stripes through it took a few tries to get! I 
took a picture of the side of a car driving by to get that effect. I think that 
reflections and blurred backgrounds are particularly important because they 
give an interesting look to the picture as there is more to explore there. 

 

 

 

Katie Thompson
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Sam Moore

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 230 February 2021 Page 4@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 230 February 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Mrs Wellock wanted to highlight a superb poetry essay from Maisy Scaife in Year 10.

Compare how poets present the power of nature in 
‘Exposure’ and one other poem you have studied

Both poems ‘Exposure’ and ‘The Prelude’ present the 

power of nature as impactful and threatening which can 

cause damage. Both speakers use poetic language to 

describe the power of nature in each of the poems through 

language devices, structure and the historical/social 

context of their poems. Both poems show how the power 

of nature can affect someone physically and mentally; in 

‘Exposure’ it reflects winter weather killing more soldiers 

than artillery attacks and in ‘The Prelude’ it reflects the 

power of nature and the conflict with man and how nature 

always wins. 

In the poem ‘Exposure’ the speaker feels pessimistic due 

to the power of nature: ‘We only know war lasts, rain soaks 

and clouds sag stormy’. This quote is significant as it uses 

the collective pronoun ‘we’ to demonstrate that all of 

the soldiers feel cynical of their situation, which is made 

increasingly worse by the weather they have to endure. 

The ‘rain soaks’ the soldiers who had no shelter during the 

horrible conditions of winter as their trenches were often 

poorly constructed and offered no protection from the 

weather or the enemy. Also, the speaker in ‘The Prelude’ 

feels negatively about nature as it makes the speaker feel 

small and insignificant by the natural world: ‘The horizon’s 

bound, a huge peak, black and huge’. The speaker uses a 

metaphor to emphasise how threatening an upcoming 

mountain is to suggest a monster and the danger of it. The 

nature is shown as aggressive which implies how nature 

can take a sudden change in mood as dark and threatening. 

Overall, I think that Exposure more effectively conveys the 

ideas of pessimism through its use of the weather. 

The poem ‘Exposure’ personifies the forces of nature as an 

actively hostile force that attacks the soldiers and presents 

nature as a more pressing threat than any human enemy. 

For example, “Her melancholy army attacked once more”. 

Owen personifies nature as a woman which links to mother 

nature and how her army is much more powerful and 

destructive than the male soldier army. The use of the word 

‘melancholy’ suggests a feeling of pensive sadness, with no 

obvious cause, this shows how nature has its effects. This 

is shown toward the start/middle of the poem suggesting 

the power of nature could progress into something worse. 

As the poem is based on the misery of WWI soldiers 

waiting overnight in the trenches, even though nothing is 

happening there is still danger because of how exposed 

they are to extreme cold conditions, this means exhaustion 

for the soldiers as they are not just spending long days 

fighting for their lives but having to cope with the extreme 

weather and having no way of warmth. This would make 

the reader feel sympathy for the soldiers as they work 

incredibly hard through the day to have to spend long 

nights in the trenches. In the poem ‘The Prelude’ there is a 

Volta, signifying that the speaker’s view of nature changes 

from admiration to fear. For example, at the start of the 

poem nature is personified again “One summer evening 

(led by her) I found/A little boat tied to a willow tree”. 

This suggests nature as enticing and peaceful. At the end 

of the poem the speaker’s view on nature has shifted to 

being afraid. For example, “Remained, no pleasant images 

of trees, / Of sea or sky, no colours of green fields”. This 

suggests that the speaker’s view has changed and does 

not see it as beautiful and calm but sees it as dark and 

threatening. The speaker cannot imagine anything positive 

about nature, this contrasts with the start of the poem. As 

the poem is based on the growth of the poet’s mind, how 

he comes to terms with his place in nature and the world, 

this means that in order for the speaker to have a positive 

view on nature they need to make peace and find their 

place. This makes the reader feel bad for the author as it 

shows how he fears nature. Overall, I think ‘The Prelude’ 

more effectively conveys the ideas of emotions by using 

strong emotive language.

In the poem ‘The Prelude’ Wordsworth uses imagery to 

describe the power of nature. For example, “Small circles 

glittering idly in the moon, / Until they melted all into one 

track/Of sparkling light.” This suggests the night time 

atmosphere and how the gentle moonlight becomes 

darkness as the poet’s speaker’s state of mind becomes 

troubled by the end of the extract. The adjective ‘sparkling’ 

connotates to bright and joyful suggesting that the moons 

brightness fills the sky. This links to the bigger idea of the 

poem that there is brightness in nature and that it can 

reflect emotion. This makes the reader feel at ease as 

the world around him portrays a peaceful environment. 

In the poem ‘Exposure’ Owen uses imagery to describe 

Cont. Over
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the suffering of speaker and how the extreme weather 

affects them. For example, “Like twitching agonies of men 

among its brambles.” This suggests the harsh wind and 

that it is gruesome comparison that conveys a natural, 

merciless event of vivid human suffering. The use of a 

simile suggests the writer is implying that the weather is 

affecting the soldiers extremely. This links to the bigger 

idea of the poem that the weather conditions are worse 

and more painful than what the soldiers are at war for. 

This makes the reader feel angry because the soldiers are 

suffering more due to extreme conditions of the trenches 

and weather rather than the war itself. Overall, I think ‘The 

Prelude’ more effectively uses imagery to describe the 

power of nature. 

In conclusion, I think the ‘The Prelude’ is more effective 

at presenting the power of nature because the speaker’s 

emotions and view on nature suddenly changes because of 

how nature has affected them. This shows how powerful 

nature is as at the start the speaker was positive and at the 

end the speaker was negative and had not positive image 

about nature.

Explore the significance of the crime elements in this extract. Remember to include in your answer 
relevant detailed analysis of the ways that Jo Nesbo has shaped meanings. [25 marks]  

Throughout the extract from “The Snowman”, there are a multitude of crime elements that help to 
establish the plot in an attempt to drive the plot of the novel forward. Indeed, Nesbo most 
importantly conveys the vulnerability of the victim in an effort to crease suspense. Furthermore, he 
also uses the darkness of the setting to create a gritty and realistic atmosphere which not only 
contributes mystery of the novel, but also creates a sense of relatability within the audience. Finally, 
Nesbo establishes the detective of Harry Hole as a complete juxtaposition to the innocence of the 
victim, creating an almost stereotypical socially dysfunctional protagonist.  

Most importantly, Nesbo portrays the vulnerability and innocence of the victim, creating a sense of 
suspense which helps to drive the plot of the novel forward. Indeed, the repetition of the boy’s cries 
of ‘Mummy’ emphasises the youth of the victim, someone who completely relies on the care of his 
parents who is now suddenly alone, afraid and helpless. This creates a sense of vulnerability within 
the victim who is essentially defenceless against a potential lurking killer. Furthermore, the fact that 
the child opens his parent’s door with ‘infinite caution’ contrasts the idea of brutal crime with the 
childish notion of being afraid to disturb sleeping parents, which is something almost everyone can 
relate to in one way or another, helping to establish some form of relatability between the victim 
and the reader which adds to the suspense already created as the reader feels personally involved 
with this situation. Adding to this, Nordic crime writing uses gritty and realistic language void of 
metaphors, with blunt sentences such as ‘It wasn’t day, it was night’ adding to the realism of this 
situation, conveying the terror of the victim which, again, helps to add to a sense of vulnerability and 
therefore suspense. Indeed, the presentation of the victim as a vulnerable child helps to drive the 
plot of the novel forward; Nesbo has established suspense and a sense of mystery and now the 
readers, who will experience the novel largely from the perspective of the detective, are incentivised 
to see the criminal who has caused such terror an innocent child put to justice.  Superb work Sam, 
you are consciously thinking about hitting the assessment objective as you work your way through 
this paragraph – excellent.  I particularly like the fact that you have refenced Nordic crime writing as 
a genre with specific characters of style and linguistics. Excellent work. 

However, what is also significant is the dark and mysterious setting that Nesbo uses to create a 
gritty, realistic and terrifying atmosphere. This can be observed through the ‘darkness of the stairs 
that lay waiting for him’ with the zoomorphism of the stairs as some form of predator laying and 
waiting to pounce conveying the danger of the boy’s current situation, with the idea that the child is 
prey for an animal being rather brutal, adding the gritty and terrifying atmosphere of the situation. 
Furthermore, the simile of the space beyond the stairs being ‘like a vast open void’ not only 
contributing to a sense of being exposed and vulnerable, but also perhaps representing the world in 
which a now motherless child is entering into, suddenly being ripped from a world of comfort and 
security into a world of danger and brutality. Indeed, Scandinavian crime writing focuses on crimes 
of rape and murder often motivated by misogyny and racism, with such prejudices being hidden in 
Nordic countries due to their perceived liberalism through their welfare state, therefore adding to 
this gritty atmosphere as the reader is aware that the boy’s mother is probably dead and that he is 
truly alone. Perhaps, through this, Nesbo is using this crime to comment on society, perhaps 
implying that this prejudicial problem is being ignored by Scandinavian governments and showing 
the disastrous effects of this ignorance through the impact it has on this child’s life, with the gritty, 
realistic and frightening atmosphere emphasising the injustice of this as the reader vividly imagine 
what it is like to experience this type of crime.  Incredible – Level 5 work – massively impressive 
contextual references  

I had to look up the context of Scandinavian Crime Writing for this, I was wondering how I would 
write about context if I knew nothing about this topic in an actual exam? Would I just focus on the 
2000s time period?  

Mr J’s response – Sam this work is fantastic – I know exactly what you mean about context for the 
unseen question – I would suggest the following: 

Think about contextualising the generic features of crime writing and exploring how the audience 
would interact with them.  For instance – The Darkness – You could explore why darkness is a 
generic feature in crime texts, why does it appeal to writer’s of the genre and readers?  What does it 
tell us about human nature?  Are we exhilarated by a sense of unknowing or are we terrorised by it.  
I think it is best to try and contextualise big ideas rather than make specific links to sub genres of 
crime texts as you cannot be expected to remember features of every crime sub genre that exisits 

 

21/25 – Grade A work.  Superb Sam – Mr J 

Sam Price in Year 13 has also produced a 
superb response to a Nordic crime text. 
Sam has highlighted for his teacher, 
where he feels he has hit the assessment 
objectives. Mr Johnson’s feedback is also 
included at the end of the essay as an 
example of the ways in which teachers are 
trying to give feedback to home learning.
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Mr Clark wanted to highlight an excellent piece of work  
by Connor Dennison in Year 9.

Network Routers 
 
A network’s use can be split into one of two things: 

- Sharing resources 
- Sharing data 

Sharing makes the network’s use more efficient across computers. 
 
What is a router? 
A router is a bit like a front door. You can walk around your house all day, but if you want to 
get out you need a door. The door allows you to get onto the street where you can get 
about to other places, the street being the internet in this context. 
 
Getting a route out… 
To get a route from your house to school you… 

1) Walk through the house 
2) Walk out the door 
3) Walk down the street 
4) Walk through the school door 
5) Walk through the school to see the person you want to see 

Getting a route out of a network… 
To get a route from your house to school you… 

1) Data goes across your LAN 
2) Data goes out through your router 
3) Data goes along the WAN 
4) Data goes in through the school’s router 
5) Data goes along the school’s LAN to reach the destination 

 
Step Real world Network 

1 Walk through your house Send data through your LAN 

2 Walk out the door Send data through the router 

3 Walk down the street Send data along the WAN 

4 Walk through the school door Send data through the school’s 
router 

5 Walk through the school to see the person 
requested 

Send data through school’s LAN to 
reach destination 

 
The router 
The router is actually quite a complicated device. 
It contains… 

- A switch 
- A wireless access point 
- A router 
- A modem 

All of this technology allows you to have many devices accessing the internet at once. 
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Finally, a wonderful piece of History work by Imogen Kendall in Year 7 which impressed both Ms 
Minton and Miss Ramm.

The NormaN News
WILLIAM CONQUERS ENGLAND!

October 16th 1066 Issue 1066

THE BATTLE OF 
HASTINGS IS WON!
News from the battlefield! 

Finally, after months of  waiting, preparing 
and traveling our great leader, William of  
Normandy has won the crown of  England!

‘It was a harsh battle, blood and body parts were 
everywhere, in the sky, on the floor, everywhere!’ 
a soldier told us when they all returned home. So 
many lives were lost in honour of  our great leader 
William. 

‘The horses were so weak as they galloped up 
the hill, I wanted to retreat but I knew I couldn’t’ 
was the reply we got from one of  the surviving 
cavalries.

Whilst many are happy and congratulating 
everyone they see, many are grieving for a loss 
in battle. William himself  made a speech to 
Normandy saying ‘Today was a great day, we 
conquered England and won the battle. I know 
many will be grieving a loss but remember – they 
died a hero, everyone who fought is and always 
will be a hero.’

AN INTERVIEW WITH A SOLDIER
Interview by Rodger.

We are lucky enough to have an 
interview with a soldier straight 
from the battlefield, Bernard 

Raymond.
When you heard the news that you had to 

go and fight in England what was your first 
reaction and thoughts? Honestly, I was terrified! 
I had no idea about how awful the battle was 
going to be, but the hardest part was leaving 
my wife, Cecily and two children, Lacy (5) and 
Roland (3). I couldn’t bear the thought of  not 
seeing them again!

When the battle started which role did you 
play? I was part of  the archers, and I enjoyed 
that as I could play my part but not get to close 
to the on foot battle.

What happened during the battle? So much! 
It was quite incredible to think that I was a part 
of  it now! Me and the other archers attacked 
first, causing rising panic as we now knew 
that the battle had started. During the battle 
rumour spread that William had been killed 
and we started to back off a bit, thinking our 
leader was dead. But, William then removed 
his helmet and rode alongside us shouting ‘I am 
not dead and with Gods help we shall Win!’, 

and then we continued fighting.
How did you defeat the English army? We 

had to break the wall and to do that we used 
an old Norman fighting technique where the 
cavalry faked a retreat causing Harold and his 
men to thing they had won but then they would 
quickly wrap round the English and attack. By 
breaking the wall of  defence from then on it 
was an easy battle to win.

What was your reaction when you found 
out you had won? I was so excited because 
it meant I could finally get home and see my 
family and tell them the news and we would be 
able to own our own patch of  land in England 
as that is what William promised everyone who 
participated – and William NEVER goes back 
on a promise.

What was the first thing you did when 
you arrived back in Normandy? After 
congratulating everyone on the boat ride home 
as soon as I stepped of  the boat I ran to my 
house and went inside and saw my family. Lacy 
and Roland were so happy to see me as I had 
been gone for months and Cecily had prepared 
an enormous feast for us to enjoy and celebrate 
the conquer of  England.

This shows William removing his helmet to prove to his men he is 
alive and they will win the battle.

Here is a photo of  the battle of  Hastings 1066.
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JOIN US
At Woldgate Sixth Form, we know that universities and employers are not just looking at a set of grades. 

Sixth Form should be about students gaining amazing experiences, as well as excellent grades. This is 

one of the reasons why we feel it is so important to provide a wide range of enrichment opportunities 

for our students. Every student is given an allocated amount of enrichment time which is set aside each 

week so they can take part in an enrichment activity of their choice. Here are just some of the examples 

of the Enrichment activities available:

o In-class support, work with younger students. 

o Work experience including medical, veterinary, legal, nursing

o Sports coaching

o Volunteering with local charities

o Sporting activities such as our Sixth Form football team

o Mentoring younger pupils

o We also offer the opportunity for students to complete online 

training, for example courses in counselling

These enrichment opportunities help students to develop an enormous range of skills, but also provide 

crucial experience for any student contemplating a certain career, for example in medicine, teaching 

or social work. 
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APPLY HERE

Sixth Form Prospectus - Click Here

To apply for a place, complete our initial 
application form which can be found here:

Our enrichments activities

ARE SECOND  
TO NONE 

Issue 230 February 2021 Page 10@EYSixthForm eysixthform

https://woldslearningpartnership.sharepoint.com/sites/wlp-sixthformportal
https://www.woldgate.net/media/wysiwyg/1608218449_EYSF%20Prospectus%20Woldgate.pdf


The BTEC Level 3 in Applied Science is a two 
year course designed to provide you with 
the skills and knowledge underpinning 
all aspects of science. It does this in a 
work-related context in order to help you 
progress in your chosen career or onto 
higher education. It can help you to obtain 
the grades to go onto university in a wide 
range of science-related subjects. These 
may include: Forensic science; Chemical 
engineering; Biomedical science; Human 
physiology; Other biology, chemistry, 
physics or environmental-related degrees.

WHAT WILL I STUDY & LEARN?

You will learn about the basic principles underlying 

the application of biological, chemical, environmental 

and physical areas of science and how they are used 

in a work based environment. You will be able to 

develop your practical skills in science as well as your 

English, Maths and ICT skills in a scientific setting. You 

will also have the opportunity to develop your time 

management and independent learning skills.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

The course is split into internally marked coursework 

units and externally marked examined units. Each 

Unit can be awarded at Pass, Merit or Distinction, 

according to the specified assessment and grading 

criteria. The Applied Science qualification can 

be studied as a single qualification, which is the 

equivalent of one A level, or as a double qualification, 

which is the equivalent of two A levels.

BTEC  
Applied Science
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The United Kingdom and indeed the 
Rest Of the World, is entering into an 
unprecedented economic phase, some 
analysts are comparing it to the Global 
Financial Crisis of 2008 whilst others are 
using a wartime analogy to emphasise 
the sheer magnitude and scale of the 
problem. Whilst neither seem to be quite 
appropriate, we can be sure of one thing; a 
very uncertain future. 

Studying A level Economics in this turbulent period, is 

going to be enlightening, educational and extremely 

applicable to all of our lives, we are therefore very 

excited to be offering this option from 2021 to our 

prospective Year 12 students. The course content is 

divided into two parts. The first section introduces 

students to microeconomics, the study of economics 

at an individual, group or company level with the 

second section covering macroeconomics, the study 

of a national economy as a whole.

WHAT WILL I STUDY & LEARN?

Students will study 14 topics over the course of two 

years: 

Microeconomics – individuals, firms, markets and 

market failure; economic methodology and the 

economic problem; individual economic decision 

making; price determination in a competitive market; 

production, costs and revenue; perfect competition, 

imperfectly competitive markets and monopoly; the 

Economics

labour market; the distribution of income and wealth: 

poverty and inequality; the market mechanism, 

market failure and government intervention in 

markets. 

Macroeconomics – the national and international 

economy; the measurement of macroeconomic 

performance; how the macroeconomy works: the 

circular flow of income, AD/AS analysis, and related 

concepts; economic performance; financial markets 

and monetary policy; fiscal policy and supply-side 

policies; the international economy.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Assessment is via three, two-hour external 

examinations taken at the end of Year 13. The 

question types vary across the papers, and include 

data response, case studies, multiple choice and 

essays.
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Achieve your 
FULL 
POTENTIAL

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform

Contact info

To visit our new Sixth Form site, read the 

prospectus, and watch our Sixth Form and 

subject videos:

Enter the Sixth Portal via the school website 

www.woldgate.net

Or phone to speak to the Sixth Form Team 

07790 987009
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Notices
We are delighted to announce the 

safe arrival of Albie James Nicholls on 

Sunday 31st January. 

Our congratulations and best wishes to 

Mrs Nicholls and her family.

Cancellation of Training Day 

12th February
As a school we are mindful of the disruption to education caused by the 

lockdown and so please note that the training day on the 12th of February will 
now not take place: lessons will be set for your child as normal.

We will look to reschedule the training day once a date has been announced 
for the reopening of schools.  The training day will occur at that point to allow 

colleagues to use the time to plan for the prompt return of children to the 
classroom.
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We have now completed our preparatory work and established a Covid-19 
‘Lateral Flow’ testing centre at our school. The test centre will only 
test children and colleagues who are asymptomatic (have no Covid-19 
symptoms), with those who are exhibiting symptoms (such as a new 
continuous cough, a high temperature or loss or change to the sense of 
taste or smell) continuing to attend a NHS test centre.

A vast amount of work has been undertaken by school to prepare the site in line with the extensive 

guidance to support this medical based process. Unsurprisingly setting up a test centre was not part of 

our plan for 2021 - but as we’ve seen throughout the pandemic the commitment of people who have 

volunteered to help, to make a positive difference, is something we are exceptionally proud of – thank you 

to all volunteers and colleagues!

After half-term we will start to contact families, once the official 

date for the reopening of schools is published by government, to 

invite our children to attend the school test centre and to take two 

‘Lateral Flow’ tests prior to their return.  This government and NHS 

initiative, intends to test every child and colleague, where consent 

is provided, to ensure that once our school does reopen, we will 

have significantly reduced the risk of a child or adult bringing the 

virus into our community.

In the first instance, we will be asking parents of younger children to attend with your child to support them in undertaking 

the test. The process itself is not straightforward and does require the taking of a sample from the tonsils and the nasal 

cavity, using a swab and mirror. It can in children and adults be uncomfortable and requires the stages to be followed exactly, 

to ensure that the sample is usable and the result accurate. You will receive confirmation of the test result via email and/or 

text via the NHS results system.

Executive 
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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During the next fortnight, you will receive a letter providing you with more information on the process and asking if you 

wish your child to participate – it is optional. Once you have read the guidance around conducting the test, the privacy 

notice about how data will be used and returned the consent letter, we will ask you to book an appointment slot if you wish 

to proceed. The time slots will ensure the centre runs smoothly, that social distancing is maintained and will be devised to 

reduce the risk of transmission – as per the Department of Health and Department of Education guidance.

In the interim, if you would like to volunteer and join the many parents who have kindly offered with Governors and Trustees, 

to operate the centre, then please do contact school – my colleagues will be very grateful for your support.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr Britton 
Executive Headteacher

65

9

8

YOUR SWAB CAN THEN 
BE PLACED IN A TUBE 

FOR TESTING, this takes 
about 30 minutes

Your school /  
college will 

contact you or your 
parent / carer with 
the results and let  

you know what  
happens next

7

AFTER THIS, YOU’RE 
DONE, GENTLY  

REMOVE THE SWAB 
BEING CAREFUL NOT 

TO LET ANYTHING 
TOUCH THE TIP

HOW TO DO YOUR TEST
While this is a self-swab test, there will be a testing helper 
who will oversee things and provide help if you need

1 2

Your test will be fast 
and while it might feel a 
little uncomfortable, it 

won’t hurt you

3
Blow your nose  

if needed. wash and 
dry/sanitise your 

hands. Remove the 
swab being careful

not to touch  
the soft part

4

Your COVID-19 
test will be 

scheduled. If  
you are under 16, 

your parent /  
carer will have 

consented

Remove the swab 
carefully without 

touching your teeth, 
tongue or gums

Open your mouth wide and use 
a mirror to look at the back of 

your throat, then use the swab to 
rub firmly 4 times on each side

gently place it  
about 2-2.5 cm inside 
one of your nostrils. 

Roll the swab 4-5 
times along the 

lining of the nostril, 
this will take  
10-15 seconds
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I have delivered numerous 
assemblies in the school gym. 
I have supervised dodgeball 
competitions and taken part 
in charity quizzes there - and 
even welcomed children 
through its doors for their 
final examinations. This 
week – thanks to the tireless 
work of the team in school 
– it has been transformed to 
our centre for rapid COVID 
testing. 

At present, mass testing of pupils 

and students is on hold pending 

further announcements around 

the reopening of schools but it is 

wonderful to know that it is up and 

running ready for when it is needed. 

Many thanks to all those involved in 

setting it up – and the parents and 

carers who have volunteered to help 

us with testing when we are able to 

welcome children back.

Such transformations have defined 

the year. For example, this week I 

joined our Head of Sixth Form in 

speaking to Year 11 live about our 

Sixth Form and shared collaboration 

with Longcroft School. It is quite 

different to a normal assembly 

to find yourself in an empty hall 

speaking to a film crew, however 

the questions and answers offered 

a chance to speak to children and 

to engage with them about another 

route forward for them after their 

GCSEs.

Deciding on the next steps is not 

easy. It is not only about the course 

choices (such as whether to go for 

A Levels or applied courses), the 

subjects on offer, or 

Key Dates

Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 9 September 
– Friday 23 October

Monday 2 November 
– Friday 18 December

Spring Term 2021

Monday 4 January 
– Thursday 11 February

Monday 22 February 
– Friday 26 March

Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April 
– Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
– Friday 23 July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 7 September 2020

Tuesday 8 September 2020

Monday 12 April 2021

Monday 26 July 2021

Head 
of School

Cont. Over
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how many subjects to take – the centre children choose to 

attend is also a key decision. For many students this comes 

down to the choice between a college or a school Sixth 

Form. 

One clear difference is that colleges tend to be bigger – 

with local colleges hosting thousands of learners on one 

site – and this can be very exciting to some applicants. It 

means meeting many new people, making connections 

across a larger community. School Sixth Forms are smaller 

– deliberately so. It is easier, therefore, to be known as an 

individual. As class sizes and students on roll in each faculty 

tend to be smaller, individual students drive the pace of the 

lesson more directly with their questions and progress

The choice of courses can also differ. Regardless of the 

centre, this can be a vast selection to choose from. The 

largest local college offers around 40 different choices 

of A-Level alone and now, with the collaboration with 

Longcroft, Woldgate offers 38 courses in total. Vocational 

provision tends to be much broader at colleges while 

schools such as ours offer courses designed to fit alongside 

A Levels – or that form clear pathways for specialised 

careers – such as criminology and uniformed protective 

services. 

My thoughts go to all children making their next steps 

at this difficult time. Numbers applying to join us have 

increased again this year and so we find ourselves once 

more oversubscribed. We look forward to beginning 

transition events following the half term break with 

children via our transition page, including hosting some live 

events and hope that these will exciting and engaging for all 

pupils accessing through this online portal.

Congratulations this week go to Imogen Kendall in Year 

7, Joshua Berger in Year 8, Eleanor Taylor in Year 9, Bryn 

Thorne in Year 10, Daniel Lister in Year 11, Georgia Pratt in 

Year 12, and Effie Pople in Year 13 for the most rewards this 

week. Many congratulations.

Best wishes to you and family.

Mr G Davies 
Head of School
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LIVE 1+

Facebook is an online social media platform that has over 2 billion users across the globe. It was initially 
for university students but soon expanded out and since 2006, anyone over the age of 13 is able to join 
the platform. It is available on all devices from your desktop and laptop computer to smartphones and 

tablets. Users can add photos and videos, update their status, interact with others and catch up with the 
latest news. Despite requiring users to be over 13, there are no age veri�cation measures and children 
can easily create an account. It’s therefore important that parents familiarise themselves with the main 

features of the platform to ensure their young ones remain safe if and when they use it.

ADDICTIVE NATURE
Facebook can be hugely addictive as it o�ers a physiological 
high and a quick reward cycle which comes from the likes 
and comments on shared posts. Communication is so instant 
now that teenagers are always checking, and it can 
sometimes feel like self-worth. This keeps children going 
back, encouraging them to post things and also increases 
the Fear Of Missing Out (FOMO) that is commonplace today. 
On the �ip side, because of the way teenagers interact these 
days through Facebook and Facebook Messenger, they can 
seem addicted even when they’re not.

Facebook Messenger is closely linked to your 
Facebook pro�le and provides the ability to share 
private messages away from friends and family. It is 
therefore important that parents ask their children 
who they are communicating with and ensure that 
the only people they are exchanging messages with 
are people that they also know in real life.

CYBERBULLYING
Around a quarter of children have experienced online 
abuse, according to Ofcoms 2019 ‘Online Nation’ 
report. Figures show that 23% have been cyberbullied, 
39% subjected to abusive language and a �fth have 
been trolled. On Facebook, teenagers can receive 
communication in a number of ways, from private 
messages in Messenger to public comments on 
pro�les, pages and posts to pages or groups set up just 
to torment a victim. Exclusion from pages or groups to 
cause the victim to feel left out has also been seen. 

FUTURE IMPACT
Regardless of age, anything that’s posted on 
Facebook, or other social media platforms, 
develops a personal brand and leaves a digital 
footprint that is there forever. It can be 
di�cult to explain the consequences but many 
universities (and employers) look at Facebook 
before making a decision on accepting people. 
It is therefore wise to always think twice 
before posting anything online you wouldn’t 
want people to hear or see o�ine.

STRANGERS/FAKE PROFILES OVERSHARING
Facebook encourages you to share 
“what’s on your mind” but children 
need to be aware of what they’re 
revealing about themselves online. 
Facebook allows users to share their 
location, create live videos and 
much more. Some photos can be 
traced using �le data, too, so it’s 
important to keep a tight group and 
share only with people you know.

Generally, people are who they 
say they are online. That said, 
much like the real world, 
Facebook isn’t free of malicious 
users and children have 
received friend requests from 
people they don’t know, 
including individuals who may 
look to take advantage of young 
and impressionable children.

INAPPROPRIATE ADS
While Facebook is getting 
ever stricter on the content of 
ads and who they are 
targeted to, there is still the 
chance that children could be 
subject to ads during their 
experience on the platform. 
This could be innocuous but is 
worth bearing in mind when 
using the app.

CHECK-IN

Within the settings of a Facebook 
account, you can choose whether a 
pro�le is public or private. Make sure 
that your child’s setting is switched to 
private. This way they will only be able 
to interact with friends and people 
they know within the platform.

LEAD BY EXAMPLEMAKE PROFILES PRIVATE
Show your children how and 
why you use Facebook. This will 
help to demonstrate that it can 
be used safely when used in an 
appropriate manner and help 
to reduce the risk of them 
encountering harmful content.

SHARE DEVICES
Depending on the age of your children, it’s 
worth considering letting them use 
Facebook from a general family iPad or 
laptop. This allows them to use it without 
being constantly connected everywhere 
they go and may give you more reassurance 
around what they are doing on the app.

REPORT VIOLATIONS RESPECT BOUNDARIES
As with anything, there are 
potential risks and dangers on 
Facebook but once you’ve talked 
about the ideas of safety on the 
platform, give children some 
space. Trust them to make smart 
choices but always be open to 
talking about social media.

On Facebook you’re able to hide 
people or groups and report 
things that are harmful. Make 
sure you spend some time to 
show your children how this 
works and why it’s important to 
do so before they start spending 
serious time on the platform.

Once they’ve had some time to 
use the platform, don’t be afraid 
to check in and see if there’s 
anything on Facebook they’d 
like to discuss. This isn’t always 
easy but being open with your 
children is the best way to deal 
with any issues head on.

AGE RES RICTION

T

14+
If under 18, supervision of a parent 

or legal guardian required.

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they 
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults. 

Add To Story 16

People you may know             

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 29.01.2020

Report this post

Submit

Help us understand what’s happening. 
How would you describe it?

PRIVATE MESSAGINGLIVE STREAMING
Facebook Live provides users with the ability to stream video 
live-time to their friends and followers or watch other people’s 
broadcasts live. During the video, people can react and comment 
and it’s di�cult to moderate the content given everything 
happens in real-time. This could mean your child is exposed to 
inappropriate material or worse still, could be cajoled into doing 
something online by others which they wouldn’t normally do.

99+

LIVE
42 people watching             Suzey

Active now

Yeh don’t tell Oscar ok? 

Lol OK 

SOURCES: http://facebook.com, https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/social-media-addiction-young-children-under-�ve-youtube-instagram-a8953411.html, 
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/cyberbullying-social-media-children-online-abuse-facebook-research-ofcom-ico-a8936366.html, 
https://thriveglobal.com/stories/how-social-media-a�ects-our-ability-to-communicate/, https://www.care.com/c/en-gb/stories/4275/5-dangers-of-social-media-to-discuss-with-you/

Meet our expert
Alex Wright is a former Facebook employee and social 
media expert with over 15 years’ experience working 
in digital media. He has worked with some of the 
biggest organisations in the world and has a wealth of 
knowledge in understanding how social media 
platforms work and how they engage their audience.

Hide ad
never see this ad again

Report  ad
Tell us about a problem

More options

Why this ad?
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As our theme for form sessions this week has been ‘Happy 
News’, it seems fitting to start by sharing those that have been 
rewarded the most in each year group this week. A massive well 
done to each of you - you have all worked incredibly hard this 
week! 

Sometimes it can seem quite challenging to find the positives amidst what seems like quite a difficult 

situation. However, this week Mrs Clark and Miss Parkin have been challenging Lower School pupils to see the 

light in the darkness. As you can see from some of the stories going on in the world at the moment, there are some incredibly 

inspiring people all around us. Who knew that in Istanbul, something as simple as recycling a plastic bottle could result in vital 

food and water being dispensed for stray cats and dogs?! Below you can see two slides from the assembly presentation. 

I was genuinely astounded by some of the stories and it was a brilliant platform to challenge pupils to actively look for the 

happy rather than focusing solely on the sad. We look forward to hearing some of our pupils’ own ‘Happy News’ in our form 

sessions next week! It would also be great to see pupils joining some of our virtual ‘Wonder Lectures’ next week too as 

these are another source of 

extra-curricular inspiration- the 

feedback from pupils who have 

participated in these has been 

really positive, so please do 

continue to encourage children 

to tune in.

Ms Minton 
Head of Lower School

Ms Minton 
writes:

Year 7
Katie Greenstead

Benjamin Gwilliam

Lillie Cole

Imogen Kendall

Jaedan Winstanley

Year 8
Poppy Elvidge

Queeva Whelan

Iona Mackay

Theo Crawford

Teagan Cattaneo
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Those that know Alex will be aware how tough this was at 

the outset. Sprinting has always been his thing, with longer 

distances anathema to him. I’ve been so impressed with 

his dedication and his stamina. He says it has helped him 

approach his schoolwork with more of a fresh outlook.

We wish Alex and his friends, great success with this 
amazing challenge!

James and his Euphonium: 
Life in Lockdown
James writes:

I started playing 

this instrument 

at the start of the 

first lockdown. It’s 

great fun and most 

enjoyable.

The euphonium is 

a fairly large brass 

instrument with 

either 3 or 4 valves. 

It gets its name from 

an ancient Greek word 

εὔφωνος euphōnos. This means 

‘well-sounding’ or sweet voice’. Their middle C, which is 

similar to a trombone, puts them in between tubas and 

trumpets. Most of them don’t leak, but sadly, this one does.

Alex’s Fitness Challenge
‘In the light of a year-long and 

developing global pandemic, 

trying to plan a work life 

balance is tough. At the end 

of last term, Covid affected 

Year 9 and particularly Alex’s 

group. Having coped with a 

period of self-isolation over 

the Christmas period, Alex 

tested positive for Covid 19 

himself on New Year’s Eve, and 

had to self-isolate for a further 

ten days. Having recovered, 

getting back into regular 

exercise was important, so 

it was great in the second week of January, to receive the 

challenge, which he has been striving to achieve since.

One of the football clubs that he plays for, The Duffield 

Dragons, set each team member (several of whom attend 

Woldgate) the target of running a Marathon over a 

fourweek period. How they set about the challenge was 

up to them! Some have run the paths and roads and others 

have pounded their running machines at home.

Alex has used most lunch breaks, to walk down to 

Pocklington Town Football Club and use the pitches’ 

perimeter as his template. Due to his recovery from Covid 

symptoms, he started with a couple of daily laps and has 

built that up, so each run is now between 2.5 and 3.8 km. To 

date, in his third week, he has covered 36.5km against the 

challenge target of 42Km!

Mrs Atkinson writes:

Cont. Over
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Top 25 Champions of Submissions – you are all superstars!

Mrs I Atkinson 
Head of Upper School

YEAR 9
Emily Chantry 

William Kennedy 

Stephen Greatorex 

Lucy Johnson 

Eva Harris 

Zoe Narey 

Evie Walton 

Tommy Rawlings 

Malwina Rozanska 

Chloe Massey 

Liam Northcott 

Ellen Farmery 

Katie Thompson 

Hattie Ella 

Daniel Lonsdale 

Flora Menneer 

Amelia Burridge-Todd 

Marissa Murr 

Leo Chi 

Freya Huby 

Philippa Addy 

Mia Hiner 

Lewis Beilby 

Harriet Thompson 

Lily Gibbens 

YEAR 10
Henry Whiley 

 Reece Lund 

Maisy Scaife 

Phoebe-Sophie Wood 

Chris Young 

Ruby Waller 

Eve O’Brien 

Georgina Dawson 

James Jackson 

Joseph Wood 

Amelia Wilson 

Ethan Brown 

Mary-Jane Kelly 

Bryn Thorne 

 Fabian Burki 

Finlay Page 

Luke Williams 

Samuel Lane 

Katie Lee 

Harry McCart 

Sam Moore 

Lydia Thrower 

Maddie Smales 

Luci Dempster 

Jessica Easton 

YEAR 11
Rosie Kennedy 

Claire Farmery 

Holly Cooper 

Isla McDaid 

James Woodward 

Daniel Lister 

Thomas Chantry 

Holly Johnson 

Freddie Hara 

Emily Hare 

Evie Wise 

Catherine Room 

Amy Wheatley 

Melanie Sissons 

Emily Heseltine 

Harry Cook 

Emma Warne 

Joshua Meek-Grane 

Luke Crawford 

Katie Fitt 

Ewan Bishop 

Daisy Haffey 

Michael Artemiou 

Elena Gogean 

Holly Midgley 
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Mrs Lawson writes:

We are so proud of our Sixth Form students for all of the work they are doing 
during this time. We understand that it can be very difficult to work from home and 

that some days are easier than others. I always find it helpful on those more difficult 
days to look for inspiration from the world around me. 

This week my attention was drawn to a story about a young woman from my hometown of Thirsk, Jasmine Harrison, who is 

currently taking part in a 3000 mile solo row across the Atlantic Ocean as part of the Talisker Atlantic Challenge. Jasmine will 

be the youngest ever solo female to row the Atlantic at just 21 years old. She has now been alone at sea for 53 days and has 

less than 1000nm to go. My assembly this week focuses on Jasmine and her exceptional grit and determination to achieve 

this challenge. Learning more about Jasmine, there were a few things that stood out to me. The first is the reasons that she 

has chosen to do this challenge. Jasmine explains that at 18 after completing her A levels she set off to Grenada to teach 

swimming for 3 months. Shortly after arriving, Hurricane Maria struck and devastated many Caribbean islands. She came 

across an organisation called ShelterBox who provided relief to Dominica and this is one of the charities she is raising money 

for on this challenge. Whilst in Antigua she saw some of the TWAC 2017 rowers coming in, including Oliver Crane, youngest 

solo male rower, and decided she wanted to enter in future! 

“In 3 years I have solo travelled to over 30 countries, it’s been awesome, and at times terrifying, but as a young female I want 

to inspire other young people, and especially girls and women, to confront their fears, get out there and embrace challenges 

whether that’s returning to school, uni or work amidst a pandemic or the more extreme of rowing an ocean. Quite what the 

future holds is unknown, but I know that I will rise to challenges.”

Another aspect that hugely stood out to me was the mindset required to complete this challenge. One of the Duty Officers 
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responsible for keeping in touch with the challenge participants had this to say, “There is a brutal honesty about the row. 

Whatever the rowers have told other people or even themselves the experience of being at sea strips everything away. It can 

be difficult, humbling or liberating. At the end of the Duty Officer phone I hear tears and self-doubt, bravado gone but also 

joy and liberating realisation. The rowers need to adopt a stoic approach. It is no use regretting route choices or thinking ‘if 

only I had,’ there is no point getting frustrated by the weather - it is what it is. What the rowers must do is focus on what they 

can control, they must do what they know is right even if it is hard and accept everything else. They can row, maintain the 

boat and themselves and then embrace the rest of the experience. It is difficult to get to that state but ultimately worthwhile.” 

At this current time, I felt perhaps that we could all take something from this approach, and I hope you find Jasmine’s story as 

inspirational as I do. Sometimes we just need to keep rowing.

A special well done this week to Charlotte Burn, Alice Cheney, Matilda Moorse, Jenny Courtney, 
Georgia Bruce, Ffion Jones, Rhys Rackham, Jasmine Reading, Laura Cirstea, Sophie Child and Jacob 
Leatherbarrow, who have received the most merits in the Sixth Form. 

Mrs Lawson 

Head of Sixth Form

Apply today to secure

YOUR PLACE
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Mrs Geary writes:

These difficult times are 
taking their toll on all of us, 

and bad weather and lack of 
sunlight certainly don’t help. In 2015, a number 
of charities came together to create Children’s 
Mental Health Week. From 1st – 7th February, 
there is a particular focus on pupils and their 
feelings. This year’s theme is Express Yourself.

It’s important to remember that being able to express 
yourself is not about being the best at something or 

putting on a performance for others. It is about finding a 

way to show who you are, and how you see the world, that 

can help you feel good about yourself.

One of the charities involved is Place2Be and its patron is 

The Duchess of Cambridge. She sent a message to children, 

parents and carers: “This year’s Children’s Mental Health 
Week is all about expressing yourself – about finding 
creative ways in which to share your thoughts, ideas and 
feelings. So, whether that’s through photography, through 
art, through drama, through music or poetry – it’s finding 
those things that makes you feel good about yourself”

We would love to share projects which pupils have created 

with this theme in mind.

As part of the week’s focus, we should encourage pupils 

to talk about their feelings. Time to Talk has become a 

National Day, this year on 4th February 2021, where even 

a small conversation can make a big difference to how 

someone is feeling. Just taking the time to share a cup of 

tea with someone, even virtually can have an impact or 

perhaps encouraging a young person to phone a relative or 

friend who they haven’t spoken with for some time could be 

a few minutes well spent.

We have adapted a Young Minds’ resource to help pupils 

when they are feeling overwhelmed by their feelings. The 

ship is a metaphor for navigating choppy waters, be it the 

Pandemic, friendship issues or their future. Getting them to 

focus on their anchor; those who are in their crew and the 

sails or positive strategies help them to see that, although 

their ship is being tossed and blown by the current storms, 

it will eventually reach calmer waters safely.

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion
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Weather

Sail

Oars

Choppy waters

Crew on deck

Anchor

 Resilience Boat

Instructions
• Using the templates below, think about all the things you may be worried about at the moment, this 

may be isolation, lockdown, bereavement. Write these next to the image that says “choppy waters / 
weather”.

• Then think about what helps you feel supported and safe, this may be family, school, a pet. Write 
these next to the image that says “Anchor”.

• In the image labelled “Sail”, what are the self-care strategies that help you to have good mental 
health, this might include exercise, drawing, music or gaming.

• Continue to fill out the different images using the key below, if you are unsure on any of the sections, 
message a teacher or a close friend to ask for support.
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Weather: What are the things happening 
right now that affect how you feel?

Choppy waters: How do they make you feel?

Oars: What are your strengths?

Anchor: What helps you feel safe and 
supported? 

Crew on deck: Who are the people important 
to you?

Sails: What helps us to have good mental 
health? 

 Resilience Boat
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LIBRARY 
NEWS

LGBT+ History Month February 2021 - Body, Mind and Spirit 

Each year ‘Five Faces’ are chosen to represent the theme of LGBT+ History Month, celebrated 
annually in February. This year the theme is Body, Mind and Spirit and marks the lives of five icons: 
Maya Angelou, Mark Ashton, Michael Dillon, Lily Parr and Mark Weston.

It is easy to forget just how much public opinion has changed towards the LGBT community over recent decades, although 

anybody who has read Boy Erased: A Memoir by Garrard Conley (2016) or watched the film on Netflix of the same title will 

understand that the world still has some way to go in terms of acceptance and understanding. 

The Five Faces for LGBT+ History Month 2021 all excelled in their own fields: 

sport, medicine, human rights and literature. Some were brave enough to state 

their sexual orientation or gender identity at a time when to do so was frowned 

upon by society, others fought for equal rights in order to give a voice to a 

community that has given the world so much. 

Maya Angelou: Maya Angelou was an American poet, memoirist, and civil rights 

activist, and the first black woman to read her own poetry at a presidential 

inauguration – Bill Clinton’s in 1993. Her poem ‘On the Pulse of Morning’ called for peace, racial and religious harmony, and 

social justice for people of different origins, incomes, genders, and sexual orientations.

Lily Parr: Lily Parr was an English professional women’s 

association football player and is the only woman to be an 

inductee in the English Football Hall of Fame at the National 

Football Museum.

Mark Weston: Mark Weston was known as the Devonshire 

Wonder, and was one of the best field athletes in the 1920s, 

and represented Britain in the international arena, including 

the Olympic Games.

Mark Ashton: Mark Ashton was immortalised in the award-

winning film Pride (2014). He was a community activist and 

founded Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners in 1984.

Michael Dillon: Michael Dillon, Bristol’s most famous trans 

resident, was a British physician and the first Western 

European to be ordained a Buddhist monk.

If you would like to learn more about the history of these 

individuals visit the following website:

https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/resources/ 
lgbt-history-month/
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Book Recommendations

Young Adult Reads
• Proud edited Juno Dawson

• Simon vs The Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky 

Albertalli

• From Prejudice to Pride: A History of LGBTQ+ 
Movement by Amy Lame

• Oranges are Not the Only Fruit by Jeannette 

Winterson

• Annie on my Mind by Nancy Garden, Farrar

• Boys Don’t Cry by Malorie Blackman

• Every Day by David Levithan

• Beyond Magenta: ‘Transgender Teens Speak Out’  
by Susan Kuklin

• The Last Beginning by Lauren James

• All the Invisible Things by Orlagh Collins

• The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta

Classics
• The Colour Purple, by Alice Walker

• Orlando, by Virginia Woolf

• Maurice, by E.M. Forster

• A Single Man, by Christopher Isherwood

• The City and the Pillar, by Gore Vidal 

• The Picture of Dorian Gray, by Oscar Wilde

• A Boy’s Own Story, by Edmund White

• Well of Loneliness, by Radclyffe Hall

• Death in Venice, by Thomas Mann

‘Literature has a unique power to 
forge resilience and send a message 

that ‘you are not alone’.

 

Young Adult Reads 

• Proud edited Juno Dawson 

• Simon vs The Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli 

• From Prejudice to Pride: A History of LGBTQ+ Movement by Amy 
Lame 

• Oranges are Not the Only Fruit by Jeannette Winterson 

• Annie on my Mind by Nancy Garden, Farrar 

• Boys Don’t Cry by Malorie Blackman 

• Every Day by David Levithan 

• Beyond Magenta: ‘Transgender Teens Speak Out’ by Susan 
Kuklin 

• The Last Beginning’ by Lauren James 

• All the Invisible Things by Orlagh Collins 

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 230 February 2021 Page 29@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 230 February 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character 

and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are 

recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these 

core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life, 

and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 138,787

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

26,525VALUE 6,945

CHARACTER 12,847

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to 

each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

34,760 34,039

35,790

38,33837,558
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Emilia Motiejunaite

Year 8:  Samuel Kelly

Year 9:  Eleanor Taylor

Year 10: Evie Brooks

Year 11: Edgar Thompson

Year 12: Flo Fitzpatrick

Year 13: Yasmine Katib

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  Imogen Kendall

Year 8:  Rebecca Horsley

Year 9:  Angelina Langley

Year 10: Chris Young

Year 11: Michael Artemiou

Year 12: Bella Aaltio

Year 13: Genevieve Fisher

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Rupert Sawyer

Year 8:  James Artemiou

Year 9:  Lucy Johnson

Year 10: Phoebe-Sophie Wood

Year 11: Elena Gogean

Year 12: Luke Watson

Year 13: Madelaine Hodgson

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look at 

your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of these 

values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10
Miss S Black

07790 987142

sblack@woldgate.net

Year 8
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs C Wright

07790 987007

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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